
WE BELIEVE IN STORIES,
AND IN THE PEOPLE 

WHO TELL THEM
2024



 Our mission is to embrace international creative responsibility and nurture the next
generation of Israeli creators, believing in the transformative power of storytelling to

shape a better future.

Inspiration
Creative
Responsibility
Excellence
Heaven for
filmmakers



Established in 1989 by the Ministry of Education and the

Jerusalem Foundation, the Sam Spiegel Film and Television

School has been a leader in Israeli culture and the main

backbone of the Israeli film and television industry.

Our supporters and friends, and their recognition of our mission,

has allowed us to thrive as trailblazer of authentic storytelling. 

 

The School’s move from its historic location after 33 years to the new
Arts Campus in central Jerusalem fosters collaborations, integration
becoming a creative home. 

Sam Spiegel Film and Television School



Our location in central Jerusalem ensures that we are an integral

part of the vibrant cultural fabric of the city. In one of the most

complex and compelling cities in the world, we are encouraging

and creating authentic content for the world.

 The Location 
 Jerusalem
  



The Journey at JSFS 4 year program
The  film and television department trains its students
in all of the practical and theoretical arts of film and
television including directing, cinematography, editing,
scriptwriting, and production

2 year program
Screenwriting department for film
and television writing

200 STUDENTS ENROLLED



30

School Productions & Films

Shorts, dramas, and
documentaries are produced at

Sam Spiegel every year and sent to
international festivals

Local and international
awards at festivals

worldwide

510



LEARNING, PRODUCING,
SHARING, BEING TOGETHER

Life on campus 



Our more than 1,000 graduates have made up the most significant and
prominent roles in the Israeli industry. 

Among our leading alumni are directors, writers, series creators, producers,
cinematographers, editors and other key figures in the industry. 

One of the best global film schools- seven years in a row
THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 2017-2023



 International Film Lab 

The Labs are run under the auspices of the Sam
Spiegel Film and Television School and were
launched to create a bridge between Israeli and
International creators, the international
professional industry, and audiences. The Labs
support bold storytellers who look deeply into
the human experience in search of their unique
truth

The Lab has developed 126 films, from 46
countries around the world

 45 of them have already been released and
about 10 more are already in the final stages of
production 

75% of the released ones premiered at
international A list film festivals, such as Cannes,
Berlin, Venice, Toronto, Sundance and more

The produced films have won dozens of awards,
including the Oscar for Best Foreign Film  for Son
of Saul Hungary

69 Israeli projects received international
exposure as part of the Lab.
 



The Series Lab is a creative bridge
between Israeli talent in scripted
series and the international TV
industry.
 Since 2022 and supported by Netflix,
the Lab assists in voicing the region's
diverse and unique stories 
exposure event at leading venues,
including Los Angeles and Series
Mania in Lille. 

 Series Lab 

As with the School, 
our mission is to educate future
generations of Israeli filmmakers
and ensure a robust local industry

https://variety.com/2022/film/global/netflix-viacomcbs-israel-sam-spiegel-film-school-1235173385/
https://seriesmania.com/forum/en/fiche/sam-spiegel-series-lab-final-pitching-event/
https://seriesmania.com/forum/en/fiche/sam-spiegel-series-lab-final-pitching-event/


The school operates annual study programs for Palestinians and Arabic-
speaking students of all backgrounds. 

These pre-college and study programs create a life-changing experience
and open new educational, professional, and job opportunities for the
participants. 

Program for Palestinians 
and Arabic Speaking Students

https://www.preparatory.jsfs.co.il/


Three state-of-the-art cinemas serve as
working classrooms during the day and
are open at night to the general public.

Run and staffed by students and alumni,
Cinema by Sam Spiegel is an art-house
cinema in central Jerusalem, quickly
becoming an integral part of the vibrant
cultural life of the city.

 Additional community-oriented events
take place in our cinemas, engaging even
broader audiences. 

https://cinema.jsfs.co.il/


TAKING CARE OF OUR COMMUNITY 

October 7th New Reality

Established personalized support systems for students 

Psychological support for faculty and students

Online meetings with each of the classes

Ensuring Palestinian students feel comfortable and heard

Connecting with families of students in reserve duty

Convened an advisory board to discuss coexistence at School

Workshops for faculty with experts in the field of trauma

Adapting the curriculum to the current reality 

Adjustments in times of crisis



FILM AS COMMUNAL HEALING 

Mobile Cinema

Traveling Cinema Project – Open to displaced families. Screenings and
conversations with leading filmmakers

Cinema by Sam Spiegel

VOLUNTEERING IN AGRICULTURE 



CREATING DURING WARTIME 

Building a bridge to
the new school year

Three day symposium on Creation During Wartime. 

Topics ranged from documentary to humor

Heard from leading Israeli industry professionals,
       including Ari Folman  and Ilana Dayan, Israel’s foremost investigative reporter



Thank You

Join us as part of
the Sam Spiegel
Community

For more information: 
Dana Blankstein Cohen, 

Executive Director 
 dana@jsfs.co.il 

mailto:dana@jsfs.co.il

